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DECLARATION OF LOCAL DISASTER FOR PUBLTE}.hALTHJIf,EtrICENCY

WHEREAS, beginning in December,2019, a novel coronlvirus' now designated as COVID-19, wrs
detected in mainland China, and has since sprerd through the world; and

WHEREAS, extraordinary meisures must be taken to contain COV )-19 and prevent its spread
throughout HopkiDs County; and

NOW, THEREFORE, Bf, IT PROCLAIMED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' COURT OF
HOPKINS COU\TY, TEXAS:

I . That a state of disaster is declared for Hopkins County, Texas, pursumt to Section 4l 8 of the
Texas Govemment Code.

2. That the County's Emergency Managemenl Plan has been implemented

3. Pursuant to Section 418 ofthe Texas Govemment Code, this declaration ofthe local state ofdisaster
for public health emergency shall be given prompt and general publicity and shall be hled promptly
with the County Clerk.

4. Pursuant to the Texas Government Code, the Hopkins County Commissioners' Court, Office of
Emergency Management, and Local Health Authority strongly urges complialce with the following

The Court adopts all measures ofthe March 19, 2020 Executive order of Governor Greg Abbott as
anached hereto.

5. That this proclamation shall take effect immediately and continue until I 1:59 P.M. on April 3, 2020,
subject to extension thereafter based on recommendation ofthe Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

ORDERED this 23rd dav ofM 2020.

o Newsom, Hopki NS County J

Mickey er, co ssioner, Pct. I Greg n, ommissioner, Pct. 2
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ATTEST: y Smith, County Clerk

oe Price, Commissioner, Pct. 4
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WHEREAS, the \ orld Herlth Organization declared COVID-l9 a worldwide pandemic on
March 116,2020; and
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GovERNoR CREC ABBorr

March 19. 2020

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE

llSl rtlL.o,cloctl

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitoi Room lE.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Sec.etary cf

Dear Secretary Hughs:

Pursuant to his powers as Govemo. of rhe Srate ofTexas, Creg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA{8 relating ro COVID- 19 preparedness atrd mirigarion.

The original executive order is attached to this lener of tr-ansmittal.

Respectfully submified.

\e to the Govemor

Attachment
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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas

March 19, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GAM

Relating to COVID-19 preparedness and mitigation.

WHEREAS, the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) has been recognized globally as a
contagious respiratory virus; and

WHEREAS, l, Greg Abbotr, Covemor ofTexas, issued a disaster proclamatioo on
March t3, 2020, cenifying that COVID-19 poses ar imminenr rhrear ofdisa-srer
for all counties in the state ofTexas: and

WmREAS, COVID-19 continues ro spread and ro pose an incrcasing, imminenr
threat of disaster throughout Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Centers for Dis€ase Control and Plevention (CDC) has advised
that penion-to-p€rson contact heighrens the risk ofCOVID-19 transmission: and

WHEREAS, $e Pr€sidcnt's Coronavirus Cuidelines for America, as promulgated
by President Donald J. Trump and rhe CDC on March 16, 2020, call upon
Americans to slow rhe spread of COVID-I9 by avoiding social garherings rn
groups of more than l0 people, using drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options at
restaumnts aod bars. and avoiding visirarion at nursing homes, among other
steps; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Department ofState Health Services has now determined
that, as of March 19, 2020, COVID-19 rep.esents a public health disasrer wirhio
the meaning ofChaprc.8l ofrhe Texas Health and Safery Code; and

WHEREAS. uoder the Texas Disaster Acr of 1975. "[t]he govemor is responsible
for meeting . .. the dangers to the srate and people presented by disasrers,'
(Section 4l8.ml of lhc Texas Govcmrneor Code), a[d rhe legislature has given
the govemor broad authority to fulfill rhat .esponsibiliry.

NOW, THEREFORE. I, Creg Abbott, covemor of Texas, by vifiue of rhe power
and authority vcsted in me by thc Constitution and laws of the Stare of Texas, do
hereby order the following on a srarewide basis effecrive I l:59 p.m. on March 20,
2020, and continuing until ll:59 p.m. on Ap.il 3,2020, subject to extension
thereafter based on the status ofCOVID-19 irl Texas and the recommendations of
the CDC:
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Governor Greg Abbott
March 19.2020

Executtvc Order GA-(N
Page 2

Order No. I ln accordance wilh the Guideliocs from lhe presidenr and rhe
CDC, every person in Texas shall avoid social gatherings in
groups of more thao l0 p€ople.

Order No. 2 In accordance with lhe Cuidelioes from the president and the
CDC, people shall avoid eating or drinking at bars, reslaumnrs,
and food courts, or visiting gyms or massage parlors; provided,
however, that rhe us€ of drive-thru, pickup, o. delivery options
is allowed and highly encouraged rkoughour lhe limited
duration of this executive order.

Order No. 3

Ordcr No- 4

In accordance with the Guidelines from the president and rhe
CDC, people shall not visir nursing homes or retiremenr or
long-term care facilities unless to provide critical assistance.

In accordance with the Guidelincs from the Presidenl and the
CDC. schools shall lemporarily clos€.

rescinded, or supeEeded by me or by a succeeding govemor

Given under my hand this rhe
l9th day of March, 2020.

This executive order do€s not prohibit people from visitiog a variety of places,
including grocery stores, g.rs stations, parks, and banks, so long as th€ necessar-y
precautions are maintaioed to reduce the transmissioo of COVIDIS. This
executive order does not mandate shcltering in place. A.ll critical infrastructure
will remain operational, domestic travel will remain unrestricted, and govemment
entities and businesses will continue providing ess€ntial services. For offices aDd
workplaces rhat remain open, employees should practice good hygiene and, where
feasible, work from horne in order to achieve optimum isolation from COVID-19.
The more that people .educe rheir public contacr, rhe sooner COVID-I9 will be
contained and the sooner this executive order will expirc.

This executive order sup€rs€des all previous orders on this matter that are tn
conflict or inconsistent with its terms, and this order shall remain in effect and in
full force until March 31, 2m0, subject ro being exrended, modified, amended,

A/.-T
GREG ABBOTT
Govemor

FILED II{ THE
SECRETARY OF!t:

Secretary of State
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